
   

October 15 - November 15, 2021  
  

First Things  

  
A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 

 embracing God's created diversity 
 intentional connections to our community 
 caring for one another through all of life 

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE 
Budget Year to Date 

September 2021 
  

 
  

The church expenditures year-to-date are under 
budget by $20,901.28. Income is under budget by 
$5,357.74. The year-to-date budget surplus is 
$15,543. All of the ministry expenses are at or under 
budget except for Stewardship and Finance due to 
online donation fees. 
 
  

  

 

 
  
Rev. Lara Escoffre 
joined our pastoral staff, 
in December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for 
walking with people as 
they discover who God 
has created them to be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan 
Health Advisory Council, 
and Faithwalking. She 
and her husband, 
Laurent, have three 
children: Lola, Chloe and 
Devin. 

  
 

 

 



   

LETTER FROM PASTOR 
  
Did you know that most people only read the first and last letter of a word, then 
the brain fills in the rest? In essence, we “skim” over almost everything we read. 
It is only when we focus that we actually take the time to see every letter and 
word. 
  
On Consecration Sunday, I preached on a passage from 1st Timothy which 
addressed false teachers who had been teaching about Jesus not to spread the 
Gospel but to make money! Sounds like a passage that we usually skim over, 
huh? Not much to see there because that isn’t me! 
  
But then, the author switched his focus to the Christians in Ephesus! (Uh-oh!) It 
seems that they needed to be reminded to put their faith in the Lord -- and not on 
their wealth. As the author wrote, believers were challenged to see their riches as 
a gift from God; which are, as with all gifts, intended to be used for God’s 
kingdom and His glory. 
  
This, to me, brought this whole series together. October 3rd, we talked about the 
gifts that God has given us being used for His glory. This was after we discussed 
that we were to: pursue God (in being good stewards of our time) and discern 
where He is leading us (being good stewards of our service). In light of this, we 
can see that money is just one of the many gifts that we are given to accomplish 
the goal of building God’s kingdom for His glory. As such, we are called to use it 
as faithfully as we do any other gift: pray, discern, and offer it to God for His 
glory. 
  
Over the last few weeks our leaders have shared where they have felt led by God 
to use this money in the coming months. In response to their words, you were 
asked to discern what portion of your finances God is calling you to commit to 
this little part of God’s kingdom that is FBC. In the coming weeks the Stewardship 
and Finance team, along with the members of Team Network, will pray and 
discern how to use these funds. We will seek to be good stewards of our time, 
connecting with God and asking Him to lead us. We will seek to discern His heart 
for our congregation and how to best use ALL gifts of our congregation for His 
glory. 
  
These past few weeks has only brought to the surface what happens throughout 
the year as we faithfully seek to be good stewards of all God has given us. 
Considering this, I ask that this would not be the end of the series, but the 
beginning of a new chapter of our life together. One in which we ask God to 
move mightily and steer our “Steward-ship.” 
~Rev. Lara Escoffre 

  



To Love and Serve 
As many of you who may already know I spent the entire month of September pretty sick. In 
fact, I was hospitalized for 6 days with pneumonia. It’s been a long while since I’ve been 
this ill and would like it to be another long while before it occurs again. I’m telling you this 
because when I was discharged I received great support from my FBC family and friends. 
You see, when I arrived home I had a refrigerator filled with drinks, fruit, and many 
containers of food. I was also blessed with three days of delicious meals dropped off at my 
home. Honestly, it was such a blessing to not have to worry about what I was going to eat, 
or worse, actually have to cook. This time was an exhausting time and healing time, so food 
really wasn’t on the top of my list of things to do. But, with these offerings, with many giving 
me more than one meal, and often three, I was able to rest and allow my body to heal. 

As part of the Pastoral Care Team here at First Baptist Church, I see this as an incredible ministry 
we can offer one another. And I see people willing to offer meals, drinks, even rides. It’s 
easy to pray for someone, and those prayers were appreciated as well, but to take the time 
to actually prepare a meal, or go shopping, or receive a ride to and from the hospital were 
things I couldn’t do for myself. I needed help. My hope is when you, or a family member is 
in need you don’t hesitate to share. Remember we are called to love and to serve, and this 
church does it well. So please let us know of your situation. Because when you do share we 
then can love on you and offer our help where needed. Please call the church office, 
connect with me or with Pastor Lara, so we can continue to bless one another. 
With gratitude, Karen Boucher 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

MISSION & MINISTRY 



 
  

The Salvation Army Sharing Tree 
  

Thanksgiving is a time to be grateful for what we have and sharing with others. The 
Salvation Army Sharing Tree Program is designed to raise in-kind gifts to assist 
families who are in crisis as a result of medical issues, unemployment, homeless-
ness, or other difficult circumstances and who otherwise wouldn't have the resources 
to celebrate Christmas.   
  

First Baptist has participated in the Sharing Tree Program for several years, and the 
kindness and generosity of our congregation has always been wonderful to witness! 
On the weekend of October 23rd, we will be setting up a tree in the chapel, with the 
gift tags for the Sharing Tree on it. We are doing things a little differently this year, 
and are offering three ways in which you can participate in this program: 
  

1) Select your tag(s) for the gift(s) that you would like to purchase. After 
purchasing your gifts, bring them to church and place them under the tree by 
November 30th.   OR 
  

2)  We understand that you may not be able to shop for the gifts personally, so our 
youth group has graciously offered to go shopping with your monetary support. You 
may choose as many gift tags as you would like from the tree and send them, 
along with your check to cover the projected cost, addressed to FBC (with 
“Sharing Tree” on the memo line), by November 3rd.   OR 
  

3) You may send a monetary donation that is not attached to any specific 
Sharing Tree tags. The youth will then use your contribution to shop for Sharing 
Tree tag gifts. If you choose this option, please send a check made out to FBC (with 
“Sharing Tree” on the memo line), by November 3rd.   
  

Please contact either Bunny Mitchell or Amy Barden should you have any questions. 
Thank you so much for your support of this wonderful program, and for making 
someone’s Christmas a little brighter!  

  



 
  

Preschool Care 

A Team has formed, and is now providing care each Sunday after the Children's 
Conversation, through the end of worship.  Additional helpers, both adults and 
teens, are welcome.  Contact Louise Bergman to join the rotation in 
January.  A Bonus Hour of care during Sunday School time will be considered, 
with its own rotation of 3 to 4 people, or a dedicated caregiver, if need for this is 
expressed. 
  

Take Note! 
Additional volunteers are needed on Monday's after school until 5:30 pm for Take 
Note!  The younger children would benefit from a higher adult-to-student ratio on 
a consistent basis; the size of the group warrants further subdivision by age for 
devotion time; and soon student pull-out times will be needed for learning solos, 
fitting costumes, and practicing scenes.  So shepherds, devotion leaders, and 
singing/acting coaches are invited to join in now!  Current volunteers are great to 
work with!  Look forward to some bell music soon, and a wonderful Christmas 
musical on Sunday, December 12! 
  

Adult Sunday School 

 Adults of all ages are welcome to share thoughts on the day's sermon after 
worship in the Chapel; All participating benefit from knowing how the 
messages impact those who hear.    

 Interest for a second class for adults is being assessed; target group is 
those with children in Sunday School; topic and format to be determined 
based on interest of participants (parenting? marriage enrichment? 
stress management?) Feedback interest and topic ideas to Louise 
Bergman. 

Life Groups 

Is it time to revitalize this ministry? Contact Louise Bergman, if your existing 
group is open to new participants, if you would like to join an existing group, or if 
you would like to start a new group. Typically, Life Groups meet once or twice a 
month in people's homes for spiritual discussion and fellowship, sometimes (or 
often!) over food. As they feel led, groups may meet in other places or perform 
acts of care and service for their participants, or for others in the church family or 
community. 



Youth Group 

Youth Group for all ages will meet on Sundays October 24th, November 
14th and November 28th.  In November, the Youth will be preparing an act to 
perform at Hanging of the Greens on November 28th.  
  

Youth ages 7th-12th grade are invited to attend the Fall Youth Retreat at Camp 
Lael Friday November 5th – Sunday, November 7th.  The cost is $75 per 
camper.  Scholarships are available.  
  

 
  

Louise Bergman, Christian Education Team Chair 

  
 
  



  
  
 
 
 

 
  
  
  



 

 
  

  



 
  

October 22 & 23 

  

 
  

Dear Friends at First Baptist: 
  

Fall is pretty much the best time of year in Michigan, especially September. We 
have been rejoicing in the beautiful weather as well as in the good things God is 
doing in our Wycliffe ministry of Bible translation. You are part of it all with your 
prayers, support and interest.  
  

Thank you for being part of our team! 
  

Chaz and Helga Mortensen 

  
  
 

  

 


